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A natural environment to foster sensibility of infants defined through
a questionnaire survey : Focusing on Children and the Natural Environment

Recent reports have suggested that experiences of children in a natural environment foster
self-esteem and other noncognitive skills in their growth process. In this study, we examined
development of sensibility in children through a process involving awareness, surprise, won-
der and an inquisitive mind during play in a natural environment. This process was based on
theoretical and practical childcare, with the hypothesis that children would be willingly in-
volved in nature.

We suggest that in an environment that fosters sensibility, such intellectual activities are re-
peated with a change of seasons, various experiences of nature, and the feelings of children
about nature.

The importance of the natural environment for children has been discussed in practical re-
search based on actual experiences of observers and from a standpoint of psychology. In this
study, we examine this natural environment, with which children were familiar and in which
they could play freely, based on the words of the children that made the greatest impression
on their Nursery teacher. The results of a questionnaire survey revealed the natural environ-
ment that is ideal for children for discovery, excitement, and development of an inquisitive
mind, as well as for fostering sensibility.
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