REZHEDITE) WIFE/ — -

REICH T HZEE EOFELEDHSVFER

—REOBRETX - BCB—

Experience of encountering fantasy figures in nursery schools

In this study, we explore how play (i.e., imaginary exploration play) and seasonal events (i.e.,
Christmas and Setsubun), in which fantasy figures appear, are carried out in the nursery. We
conducted a questionnaire survey. The subjects were divided into areas with many reports of
imaginative adventure play practices (85 schools in expanded areas) and areas with few re-
ports (51 schools in non-expanded areas), and the implementation and methods of each
practice were investigated. The main findings are summarized as follows : (1) Although
imaginative adventure play was conducted in 27% of all nursery schools, it was more com-
mon in expanded areas (39%) than in non-expanded areas (8%). (2) Christmas- and Set-
subun—related events were held at most nursery schools, and when these events were not
held, it was for religious or educational reasons. (3) In imaginative adventure play, less than
half of the schools had fantasy figures dressed as adults. However, at Christmas and Setsubun,
most schools had fantasy figures (i.e., Santa Claus and Oni) dressed as adults. (4) When
Santa Claus dressed as an adult appeared, it was manipulated to make the child believe that
it was genuine so as not to destroy the image of the child. However, when Oni dressed as an
adult appeared, it was manipulated to make children aware that it was not genuine, in order
to avoid giving them excessive fear and anxiety.
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